
 

Year: 2 Topic: Should we be grateful for the 
Great Fire of London? 

NC Objectives: 

History  

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed 
to national and international achievements. 

 
Links to Prior Learning 

Y2 - What if you could choose a capital city for the UK? 

 
Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

To find out about the Great Fire of London: 

• What was life like in London in 1666? 

• When the Great Fire of London happened – September 2nd 1666 - 

September 6th 1666. 

• Where the fire started – Pudding Lane, bakery. 

• What started the fire, why it spread so quickly and how far it spread.  

• How long the fire lasted – 5 days. 

• What great buildings were damaged by the fire? – London Bridge, St. 

Paul’s Cathedral 

• Who the king was at the time? – King Charles II. 

• How we know about the fire today? – Samuel Pepys’ diary. 

• The London Monument and the significance of its height ~ designed 

by Sir Christopher Wren, who also redesigned St Paul’s Cathedral. 
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