
 

Year: 3 Topic: What if the Romans had 
never invaded Britain? 

NC Objectives: 
History 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 
Links to Prior Learning 

Y2 – What If you could choose a capital city for the UK? 

Y 3 – Would you prefer to live in the Iron age or stone age? 

Y3 What if you live in a different country? 

 
Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

• Children learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain at the time and the legacy it 

left us.   

• Place events on a timeline.  

• Legend of the founding of Rome - the story of Romulus and Remus. 

Britain before the Romans  

• Before the Romans invaded it was The Iron Age because a group of Europeans had become 

expert at taking iron out of rock and making it into tools and weapons.  

• These people were known as Celts. They came to Britain around 500 years before Jesus was 

born. 

Roman Army 

• Life in the Roman army - life as a Roman Legionary  

• Reasons why the Roman army was so successful. 

• Why someone would have joined the Roman army. 

• Significant Romans who influenced and made the army great.  

The rise of the Roman Empire 

• Roman empire over time had three ruling systems: Kings, Republic and Empire. 

• The benefits and impact of the Roman Ruling System.  

• Invasion of Britain by Julius Caesar in 55 BC  

• Reasons why the Romans wanted to invade Britain.  

• Events leading up to and the Roman conquest of Britain by Emperor Claudius in 43 AD.  

• Reasons behind the Romans’ success in invading Britain  

• How and why the Roman Empire expanded  

• Identify Rome and Italy on maps of Europe and then identify the areas and countries which 

became part of the Roman Empire. 

• Reasons for the Romans’ successful growing empire in two centuries before the birth of Christ 

• The benefits the Romans brought after they invaded Britain 

• The building (122AD – 128AD) and purpose of Hadrian’s Wall. 

Boudicca's rebellion 

• Impact of the Roman invasion on the Celts from 43AD 

• What life was like for Celtic people in Roman occupied Britain in 60/61 AD? 

• Reasons why Boudicca led an uprising against the Romans in 60/61 CE and events leading to her 

rebellion 

• The way in which Boudicca’s rebellion came about and the speed and violence with which 3 

Roman towns were captured and impact on the people who were there.  

• Battles fought between Boudicca and the Romans. 

• The way in which Boudicca’s rebellion came to an end. 

• Boudicca’s legacy in British history. 

Romanisation of Britain  

• Impact on religion ~ from Paganism to Christianity 

• Types and architecture of Roman buildings, including the use of columns, pediments, 

colonnades, etc. 

• How Roman roads were made and where they were built.  

• How the Romans carried water using aqueducts. 

• The development of Roman towns in Britain 

Roman legacy 

• Name and locate Roman towns and cities in the UK and to consider why they were chosen as 

settlement sites. -chester, -caster, -cester.  

• How Roman ideas still impact our lives today. 

• Latin roots of words we use in English 

• Our calendar is based on the Roman calendar. 

• Roman Numerals. 
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