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Dear Parents and Carers 

 
We have reached my final newsletter as a head teacher and as I write this I think back to all the brilliant 
times I have had and how lucky I've been to be head teacher of two fantastic schools.  

I think of some of the great times I have had in my career and some of the funny moments. I remember 
back to my very first teaching job in London, Wood Green, where I was questioned by the deputy head 
teacher about why I had taught a young African refugee how to read in a “Brummy” accent, he would 
never be the same again. These along with many more memories I will take with me and think about while 
I am sitting with my dog on the beach, drinking coffee out of a flask.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone I have worked with at St. Paul’s, for all their support 
in making the place such a rich and special environment for all children to learn in. I would like to thank 
all the children I have met during my time here and I would like to say a big thanks to all parents for giving 
me the privilege of looking after your children during these six years.  

I wish everyone at St. Paul’s all the very best for the future and look forward to catching up with the great 
work that is happening, through the website, whilst sitting on the beach, drinking my coffee.  

Regards 

 

Carl Thornton – Head Teacher 
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Religious  

As part of St Paul’s community, we want to cheer on all the 
courageous advocates. We want to raise awareness, make a 
difference, and be part of making the world a better place. For 
that, we would like our children to begin to understand WHY it 
is that people need help and support. We want our children to 
take ownership of projects and listen to them and you. What is 
in their heart? What is important to them? By doing so, we can 
foster a belief they can be agents of change. Some simple 
steps that we will explore in our courageous advocacy projects 
are: - To identify a problem or issue we care about - Work out 
what could be done to change it or improve it - Consider whose 
help we might use to make our voices more persuasive We 
will be looking to choose a local, national and international 
charity that we, as a whole school, want to support. For that, 
we would like to hear your voice. If you would like to input your 
ideas, please let your child’s class teacher know. Deadline will 
be 8th April. We will collate all ideas and discuss them with our 
school class councils. They will then take all ideas back to class and have a democratic school vote for a 
chosen local, national and international charity. However, if there ever is something more you or your children 
identify as an issue on their heart, please do speak to your class teacher – however small or big. Let’s be 
world changers. 

  
‘Star of the Week’ Awards                                               

The following children have received their awards:- 
 
4th March : Ruby, Nathan, Kyle, Evie, Harry, Brooke, Scarlett, Lucas, Olivia, Joey, Harry & Dawson. 
 
11th March : Lewis, Isabel, James, Jacob, Harry, Tyler, Khloe, Ruby, Macy, Ella, Theo & 
Courtney. 
 
18th March : Ilinca, Myra, River, Max, Olivia-Rose, and Freddie. 
 
25th March : Freddie, Charmaine, Jack, Aykan, Luca, Amelia, Klaudia, Poppy, Mason, 
Seren, Jessica and Mia. 
 

Well done to you all for your hard work, determination and effort. 

Attendance  

Attendance up to Friday 25th March is 92.64%. The school target is 97%. 

Could we please remind you that children must be in school by 8.55 am.  School gates open at 8.30 am and 

class doors open from 8.45 am to 8.55 am for Reception through to Year 6.  Please ensure your child arrives 

on time for school.  Increasingly more and more children are late into their classrooms and this impacts 

not only on your child’s learning, but all the other children in that class and the staff teaching the class. 
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 

Children who are late after the doors have closed, will have to come into school via the Office, they will 

be signed in on our inventory system and that will go down as a late mark. If your child is more than 15 

minutes late, then this is classed as an unauthorised absence from school and will impact on their 

attendance. 

If your child is absent from school, can you please ensure you telephone the school office to report their 

absence and the reason why, daily.  If we do not hear from you or we can not contact you, we will telephone 

your 2nd and 3rd emergency contact. 



 

Early Collection Time 

The school day ends at 3.15 pm.  Please can we ask that you collect your child from the playground at 

this time. 

Early collections will only be permitted for a valid reason ie, medical appointment or prior agreement 

from the Head. Noticeably, more children are being collected at an earlier time, for no valid reason, 

which causes disruption in the class room.  We would appreciate your co-operation to this matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does your child know our golden rules off by heart yet? 
 
If not, please practise with them at home. Our golden rules apply to everyone at St Paul's - adults as well 
as children! 
 
We are hoping that our clear rules will make it easy for staff to talk to the children about good behaviour 
choices.  Our behaviour policy stresses the importance of relationships and when rules are not followed, 
it is the relationship breakdown that we are most concerned about. In a nutshell, our policy is not about 
blaming people; it is about restoring relationships and taking responsibility for our actions. 
 

Staff Book Choice – Mrs Howard   

As this year we are celebrating 25 years of Harry Potter magic, I thought for 
my book review I would share my favourite book from the series which is Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of Fire. 

During this book, the storyline becomes increasingly dark as the threat from 
“He Who Shall Not Be Named” becomes more real. 

I love how vivid JK Rowling’s writing is; it is so good that when you watch the 
films, it is EXACTLY how you pictured it in your head. This is especially the 
case when you watch the Quidditch World Cup Final scene from the beginning 
of the story. 

It is also fantastic being introduced to the other two well-known schools of magic, Beauxbatons and 
Durmstrang and following the exciting adventures throughout the Triwizard Tournament until it takes a tragic 
turn at the end of the story. 

If your only experience of Harry Potter is watching the films then treat yourselves and enjoy the experience 
all over again but through the magic of the book 

 



Nursery 

We have been very busy In Nursery, as we have been learning all about growing and planting, where our 
food comes from, healthy eating & diet, living things and habitats and we will be learning all about Easter 
in the coming weeks.  
 
To help us to find out more about planting and growing, all the children 
had the opportunity to plant their own bean. The children were really 
excited to do this as they had been reading Jack and the Beanstalk during 
the week and they all wanted to grow the tallest beanstalk.  
 

We have had a great time 
celebrating Holi by 
covering each other in 
different coloured 
paints.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have also prepared for Mother’s Day by designing and creating our own 
cards and flower pictures as gifts. We are also hosting a Mother’s Day 
afternoon tea, where parents/guardians can attend to have a drink and 
cake whilst the Nursery children sing Mother’s Day songs.  
 
We have been exploring our favourite five books which are: Oi Frog, Oh 
Dear, Peace at last, The crunching munching caterpillar and Tiddler. We 
have enjoyed exploring these books whilst discussing different story plots 
within.  
 

   

Reception 

We have been artists and scientists this month.  We have been learning about 

the artist Vincent Van Gogh and recreating his famous artwork ‘Sunflowers.’  

We have been scientists and learning about plants – parts of plant and what 

they need to grow. 

We have also been on a Spring walk and looked for signs of Spring. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

Our history topic is all about flight and we are exploring the big question ‘What if there were no 
aeroplanes?’ The children have investigated the Wright Brothers; looked at the first aeroplane and flight; 
how flight and aeroplanes have changed, and put all their findings into a time line. Furthermore, we have 
learnt about how far we can travel with planes, including the first passenger flight, the first international 
flight, the first cross Atlantic flight, the first nonstop flight around the world. In art the children have 
learnt a lot about different styles of lines: wavy, diagonal, vertical, horizontal, cross hatch, broken lines.  
 
We have also looked at primary colours and how to mix them into secondary colours.  
 
During our indoor P.E. lessons, the children have enjoyed different types of music, such as salsa, tango 
and the waltz and explored some ways of moving to their rhythms. Our outdoor P.E. lessons have been 
weather depending, but last week we could finally start practicing our rolling, throwing and catching ball 
skills, which the children thoroughly enjoyed.  
 
As scientists, we have had a busy month. We are currently taking part in a bridge building competition. 
The children have explored different types of paper, tried out which paper and what structure might be 
the best one to build a bridge out of paper that can span over a 50 cm gap, holding as much weight as 
possible. Additionally, during science week we enjoyed some different short science 
experiments.  
 
In R.E. the children are diving into the Easter story. We have enjoyed an 
interactive Easter labyrinth so far, played a round of Easter pass the parcel 
and made connections between Easter eggs, the meaning of new life and 
Salvation. Why don’t you ask your child to tell you the story about Easter?  
 
As mathematicians, the children have worked with numbers within 50. They 
have counted to and back from 50, found less and more than a number within 
50, compared objects and are learning how to order sequences of numbers 
within 50.  
 
During our PSHE lessons, we have looked at healthy living and healthy choices, such as what good foods 
are, what hygiene is, that plenty of sleep and outdoor activities are healthy choices. 
     

Year 2 

We have been diving into our new topic learning about India, comparing it to the 
UK using our geographical knowledge about human and physical features. So far 
we have been fascinated by the amazing buildings that they have for places of 
worship including the Golden Temple and the Taj Mahal.  
 
In English we have been working hard on phonics and lots of us have studied the 
book ‘Princess Blankets’ by Carol Anne Duffy; A poetic tale of a Princess who could 
not be warmed by anything on the Earth until shown love. We have written our 
own versions using it as inspiration as one of our independent writing pieces.  
 
Excitingly we have been engaged in two different projects for DT and for science. We are all entering a 
cross-school competition to build the strongest paper bridge and learning the science behind the strength 
properties of our materials.  
 
In mathematics, we have been applying our knowledge of length and measure and have begun using rulers 
to accurately measure and draw to the nearest cm. What a jam packed schedule of learning! 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 3 

Year 3 have been loving Art. We have been looking closely 

at shapes within shapes and have drawn some careful 

drawings of drink cans and last week made fish out of 

wire! It was great to see the children persevere and 

helping one another out. We are really impressed by all of 

the children’s fish and know that they are all desperate to 

take them home.  

In English, we have spent two weeks looking at a book called ‘The Dark’ by Lemony Snicket. The children 

looked closely at the language used and wrote their own suspense story based upon the Dark. Some 

English work, from Beech and Pine class, was shown to teachers from other schools, who were very 

impressed. We think that we may have some authors in the making!  

During mathematics lessons, the children have been measuring lengths and working out how to find the 

perimeter of shapes. They have become experts at converting between metres, centimetres and 

millimetres. 

Year 3 Gymnastics Festival at Nuneaton Gymnastics Club  

 
On Friday the 11th March, 10 pupils from year 3 were chosen to attend a School Games Gymnastics Festival, 
where they were competing against other schools 
from the local area.  They had to perform a floor 
and vault routine and we were delighted with the 
result!  
FW – It was an amazing experience, I loved coming 
2nd as we felt we’d achieved something.  I’d now 
like to join the gymnastics club.  
ID – I loved the facilities there so much, I’d have 
loved for my whole class to experience it.  
EL – I loved everything and I would love to join the 
gymnastics club.  
OG- I’m really happy with everything I achieved, I 
didn’t know that I could do that!  
IB – I enjoyed it as it was so much fun!  
SH – I loved the whole experience, it was 
amazing.  
EH – I’m really proud that we came 2nd and earned a medal. 
 

Year 4 
 
We have had a fun-filled few weeks learning all about where the Anglo-Saxons came from in our humanities 
lessons.  
 
In English, we have been exploring Beowulf, an old Anglo-Saxon tale - why not ask someone in year 4 to 
describe Grendel to you?  The children have also begun to build self-propelling cars in design and 
technology using elastic bands and have been thinking about air resistance when designing the exterior.   
 
In science year 4 are building steady-hand games using their knowledge of circuits, insulators and 
conductors as well as their creativity in shaping the wire and designing the base. The games are all looking 
fab and we can’t wait to test them out!  
 
We also celebrated science week earlier this month by analysing some prehistoric poo followed by a 
gripping assembly by Mr Payne using forensic science to investigate who stole Mr Thornton’s favourite cup. 
The chief suspect was a little too close to year 4 for our liking!  
  



Year 5 

Year 5 have been having so much fun in science this month. During science 
week, we had a thrilling forensic investigation assembly with Mr Payne and 
then spent some time exploring ‘making memories’. We learnt that our 
brains control everything we think, feel, say and do! When we learn 
something new, neutrons in the brain make new connections, like a game 

of pass the parcel.   
 
We have also been working on an exciting STEM project! After learning all 
about propelled cars, we got into small groups and designed our own. Over 
the next few weeks, we will be collecting materials to create our very own 
propelled cars.   
 

Year 6 

Year 6 are having great fun in History learning about the ancient Maya. We have also been practising 
writing formal complaints, using some great cohesive conjunctions and always remembering to be polite 
and factual. The next few pieces of English work will be based around the “Marwell Manor Mystery”, where 
we will be using inference and deduction to write a formal detective report and an exciting and suspenseful 
narrative. With less than 30 school days left before our SATs tests, as you can imagine, we are going “all 
guns blazing” to prepare the children for these important assessments, although we do intend having fun 
too, whilst we revise the curriculum.  
  
On this subject, while we all want our children to perform to their best, we also want them to stay calm 
and not get overly worried. The best preparation for the tests, apart from remembering to do their 
homework, is to eat healthily, get a good night’s sleep and, most importantly, to have a positive attitude. 
If you would like your child to do any additional revision, there are plenty of good resources online to help, 
just type in “Key Stage 2 SATs practice” in your search engine of choice and you will find lots of helpful 
materials – I would particularly recommend the BBC Bitesize website, looking at grammar, maths and 
reading.   
 

Science Week 
 
For this year’s science week, children at St Pauls have engaged in lots scientific 
ideas from nature walks, treasure hunts to excavating ancient poo! This year we 
focussed on getting excited for science and understanding science can be found 
behind everything we do. We counted taste buds using food colouring, used salt 
dough to show conductivity, explored aerodynamics making gliders and used 
chemical reactions to create colour changes! What a range of experiments. I hope 
all the children had lots of fun, we even all took part in the mystery of the stolen 
mug! Mr Thornton’s favourite mug had gone missing and through forensic science 
we managed to catch Miss Atkinson red handed. Please use this as an opportunity 
to engage your child in scientific ideas at home, we are looking to relaunch our 
photography competition ready for the next term along with hosting a science 
evening for families to attend on top of our very exciting STEM challenge 
competitions. Let’s hope St Pauls can win. 



 

Skills Builder 
 
During our first week back after Easter, we will be taking part in a Skills Builder Challenge Day, that aims 
to utilise all 8 of the essential skills. The challenge is called, “Level Up,” where the children have to create 
a computer game that celebrates their local community. Not only will this enhance the 8 essential skills, 
but it will build on the tremendous Courageous Advocacy work that we strive for at St. Paul’s – throughout 
the Challenge Day, we will be asking the children how they think we can improve our local community so 
it is the best it can be, and incorporating that into our game. Photos to follow! 
  



Shakespeare Week 

During the week beginning 21st March, the children took part in 

Shakespeare Week! St. Paul's are proud associates of the Royal 

Shakespeare Company which means our teachers get access to the very 

rehearsal room techniques that the RSC use when practising a play before 

it hits the stage. We then use the same strategies with the children to 

show them the works of Shakespeare! From tragedy, to romance, to 

comedy, each year group has a dedicated play which they study so by the time they leave St Paul's, they 

have a whole knowledge bank of Shakespearean plays up their sleeve! Why not ask your child about the 

play they have been studying?! 

Summer Sports Clubs 

Email links have been sent out with regard to Summer Sports clubs starting up after the Easter holidays 

w/b 25th April.  Clubs are as follows:- 

Monday AM  Multi Sports (carrying on from Spring term) Year 1 & 2 

Monday PM  Basketball      Year 5 & 6 

Tuesday AM  Miss Kirsty Dance (carrying on from Spring term) Year 1 & 2 

Tuesday PM  Miss Kirsty Dance (carrying on from Spring term) Year 3,4,5 & 6 

Tuesday PM  Rounders      Year 3 & 4 

Wednesday AM Table Tennis      Year 5 & 6 

Wednesday PM Tennis       Year 5 & 6 

Thursday AM  Miss Shan Street Dance (carrying on from  Year 1 & 2 
   Spring term) 
 
Thursday PM  Miss Shan Street Dance (carrying on from 
   Spring term)      Year 3,4,5 & 6 
      

Thursday PM  Cricket      Year 5 & 6 

Friday AM  Cricket      Year 3 & 4 

Friday PM  Rounders      Year 5 & 6 

Easter Family Day’s 

Foundation are holding their Easter Family Days on the following 

dates:- 

Nursery family day is 9.30 am – 11.00 am on Tuesday 5th April 

Class Bay family day is 9.30 am – 11.00 am on Wednesday 6th April 

Class Oak family day is 1.00 pm – 2.30 pm on Wednesday 6th April 

Children should come to school as normal on these days but the adults come back for these times.  If a 

parent/carer cannot attend, another family member can attend.  This is an opportunity to do some fun 

Easter related activities with your child at school including make Easter nests, going on egg hunts, 

decorating crosses and lots more things. 



Book Fair 
 

This will be held in the hall from Thursday 31st March, Friday 1st – Tuesday 5th April. Please can year 

groups visit on the following dates at the end of the school day:- 
 
Thursday 31st March - Nursery, Reception 
Friday 1st April - Year 3 & 4 
Monday 4th April – Year 1 & 2 
Tuesday 5th April - Year 5 & 6 
 
ALL PAYMENTS FOR BOOKS ARE TO BE MADE DIRECT TO SCHOLASTICS. NO CASH ACCEPTED. 
 
You can pay easily and securely for these books and many more when you attend the Fair by using 
Scholastics online payment link at:  www.travellingbooks.co.uk/pay and simply select our school from the 
drop down menu.  
 
There will also be a QR code available for you to scan - this will be displayed around the school hall. 

 

Supply Midday Supervisor 

 
We are looking for individuals who can work the lunchtime period to cover staff absences. Hours of work 
will be 11.45am until 1.00pm each day.  The role will involve supervising the children at lunchtimes, both 
on the playground and in classrooms if it is raining, making sure the children are playing safely and 
monitoring lunchtimes in the dinner hall. 
  
The supply role will not commence until all pre-employment checks have been made.  If you are interested 
in this position, please pick up a job application form from the school office. 

 

Household Support Fund – Easter Holiday 
 

Please see attached leaflets. All enquiries to be made to the contact numbers on the leaflets. 

 

Parentpay Reminder 
 

Please can we ask when paying for items on Parentpay that you DO NOT USE BANK TRANSFER as this method 

takes up to 15 days to clear and your account remains ‘pending.’  Please can you pay click on ‘other 

payment’ method and then add your bank card details.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

School Book Bank – please remember this is open every day, after school, for you and your child 

to pop in, browse and choose a book for keeps. 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Menu change 
 

Educaterers are hosting The Big Jubilee Lunch on Wednesday 25th May – see attached menu. Jacket 

potatoes and the sandwich option are available too. 

Free School Meals 

3Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are automatically eligible for a free school dinner under the 

Universal Free School Meals initiative launched by the government a few years ago.  

 

Even if your child is in receipt of a universal free school dinner (Reception, Year 1 or Year 2) or in Nursery 

or in Years 3-6, if you are in receipt of any of the below benefits, please still apply by calling free schools 

meals on 01926 359189 as the school will receive funding to help your child. 

  

· income support 

· income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 

· income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 

· guarantee element of state pension credit 

· Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 

· Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. You 

  should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if the  

  contribution-based amount is greater. 

· Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to be no more 

  than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in respect of a 4-week  

  ‘run-on’). 

  

When eligibility has been confirmed by the school, you will receive a £25 uniform voucher per child. 

Outside Equipment Areas 

Can you please ensure that children do not play/climb on any of the the 

outside equipment out of school hours.  

Nature Trail 

Please ensure children do not play in the nature trail/woodland areas,forest school AS THIS IS NOT A 

PLAY AREA. Should there be an accident, school will not be liable, it will be parental responsibility. 

Schoolwear Centre Update 

We have been advised that the Schoolwear Centre will be opening up a ‘deposit scheme’ on 11th April for 

parents/carers to pre-order uniform.  Please contact the centre for more information.   

Telephone:- 024 7634 1682 

Notices 

Please see attached Easter half term activities. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=schoolwear+centre+nuneaton&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB855GB855&oq=schoolwear+centre+nuneaton&aqs=chrome..69i57.3864j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Inset Days for 2022/2023 (Children not in school on these days) 

 Monday 5th September 2022 

 Tuesday 6th September 2022 

 Monday 31st October 2022 

 Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

 Friday 31st March 2023 

Dates for your Diary – 2022 

 Thursday 31st March – Tuesday 5th April :  Book Fair 

 Monday 4th April – Wednesday 6th April : Year 4 PGL Residential Trip 

 Tuesday 5th April – NURSERY  Easter Family Day 9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 Wednesday 6th April – CLASS BAY Easter Family Day 9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 Wednesday 6th April -  CLASS OAK Easter Family Day 1.00 – 2.30 pm 

 Thursday 7th April : School breaks up for Easter 

 Friday 8th April : Inset Day 

 Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April : Easter Holiday 

 Monday 25th April : School Re-opens 

 Monday 2nd May : Bank Holiday 

 Monday 9th May – Wednesday 11th May : Year 5 Castleton Residential Trip 

 Monday 9th May – Thursday 12th May : Year 6 SATS 

 Friday 13th May – Monday 16th May : Year 6 Manor Adventure Residential Trip 

 Friday 27th May – School breaks up for Half Term 

 Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June : Half Term  

 Monday 6th June : School Re-opens 

 Wednesday 6th July : Induction Day 

 Wednesday 20th July : Break up for Summer Holidays  

 Thursday 21st July : Inset Day 

 Friday 22nd July : Queen’s Jubilee (extra day given to schools) 

 Monday 5th September : Inset Day 

 Tuesday 6th September: Inset Day 

 Wednesday 7th September : School Re-opens 

 Friday 21st October : School breaks up for Half Term 

 Monday 31st October : Inset Day 

 Tuesday 1st November : School Re-opens 

 Friday 16th December : School breaks up for Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Insight Theatre are running a free 

Creative Camp at The CHESS Centre, CV10 

9DN from Monday 11th April - Thursday 14th 

April, 9am-1pm each day, for children aged 4 

- 11 who are eligible for free school meals, 

which is part of the Warwickshire Holiday 

Activities & Food Programme this Easter.  

Children will be able to take part in activities 

including drama, dance and arts & crafts, 

and also receive a hot lunch each day. There 

is more information on our website: 

www.totalinsighttheatre.com/warwickshire-

creative-camps 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.totalinsighttheatre.com/warwickshire-creative-camps?fbclid=IwAR2F1mpJUW9nQiMF6XscpnUCjCXT2QwwYQg6pRwYgI0I9P7hcvls59PSl6Y
http://www.totalinsighttheatre.com/warwickshire-creative-camps?fbclid=IwAR2F1mpJUW9nQiMF6XscpnUCjCXT2QwwYQg6pRwYgI0I9P7hcvls59PSl6Y


 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


