
Art - Year 4 - Spring 1 - Formal Elements of Art  

 
Week NC Objectives Focus Remember 

(prior knowledge) 
Know 

(new knowledge) 

1 - To create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  
- To improve their mastery of Art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. 

Texture: 
Charcoal mark 

making 

- To know how to successfully apply and 
blend charcoal to create form, tone and 
shape 
- To know how to complete my drawing by 
adding:  
* detail 
* texture 
 
 

- To know how to experiment with charcoal 
to create different textures and effects 
(drawing) 
- To know how to express the meaning of 
words and phrases in an abstract way using 
an appropriate charcoal technique 
 

2 - To develop their techniques, including their 
control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an 
increasing awareness of different kinds of 
art, craft and design. 

Texture and 
Pattern: 
Printing 

- To know what tools to use to effect and 
change the shape. 
- To create their own prints using painting 
and stamping their blocks. 
- To know how to work safely with the tools 
and equipment they are using 
- To know that they can create repeating 
patterns in clay the same way they did when 
printing. (design) 

- To know how to make a printing block using 
playdough (design) 
- To know how to press an object into the 
block to create texture and pattern 
- To know how to print using my playdough 
block by: coating the surface in ink and 
placing paper over the block and pressing 
with my hand 
 

3 - To improve their mastery of Art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay].   
- To improve their mastery of Art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. 

Pattern 1:  
Stamp Printing 

- To know that the points, lines, shapes and 
space that make up simple 2D and 3D shapes 
are known as ‘geometry’. 
- To know basic geometrical shapes ( such as 
circles and squares) when they draw objects 
- To know how to use these shapes to help 
them draw, design and decorate more 
accurately 
- To know that they can create repeating 
patterns in clay the same way they did when 
printing. (design) 

- To know how to make my own stamp using 
geometric and mathematical shapes (design) 
- To know how to use my stamp to create 
prints 
- To know how to make my prints unique 
through my use of colour and pattern 
- To know when printing I have tried to use: 
Repeating patterns 
Symmetrical patterns 
A simple symmetrical figure 
 



 

4 - To create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas.   
- To improve their mastery of Art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. 

Pattern 2: 
Reflection and 

Symmetry  

- To know how to use these shapes to help 
them draw, design and decorate more 
accurately 
- To know that they can create repeating 
patterns in clay the same way they did when 
printing. (design) 

- To know how to apply mathematical 
techniques of reflection and symmetry to my 
artwork to create a flip pattern (drawing) 

5 - To create sketchbooks to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas.   
- To improve their mastery of Art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. 

Pattern 3: 
Flower of Life 

- To know, recognise and describe shapes in 
an object and start my drawing by using 
sketchy lines to draw these (form) 
- To know and understand that art can be 
enjoyable. 
- To know how to appreciate other peoples 
drawings. 

- To know that a compass is used to make 
circles (shape) 
- To know how use a compass safely and 
accurately to divide a circle into arcs to 
recreate the flower of life pattern (drawing) 
(pattern) 
- To know that people have used the flower 
of life pattern for thousands of years 
 


