
                                                           Year 5 Spring 1st half. 
                                                What if we didn’t have a monarchy?  

 

Week NC objectives Big question REMEMBER  
(prior knowledge) 

KNOW 
(new knowledge) 

1 A study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066. 
 
 
 
 

What happened in 
1066? 

Timeline of historical periods 
studied so far (Iron Age; Ancient 
Egypt; Romans; Ancient Greece; 
Anglo-Saxons; Vikings). 
The end of Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
life in Britain. 
Edward the Confessor was the last 
Anglo-Saxon king – died in 1066. 

Death of Edward the Confessor resulted in a fight for the 
throne - the Battle of Hastings - between William of 
Normandy and newly crowned King Harold. Normans 
won and ended Anglo-Saxon rule. Known as the Norman 
Conquest. King William I, William the Conqueror, 
became King. 
The Bayeux Tapestry tells the story of the Norman 
Conquest. 
 

2 Who were the 
Plantagenets? 

The Battle of Bosworth in 1485 was 
part of the War of the Roses. 
King Richard III was killed in the 
Battle of Bosworth. 
 

The Plantagenets ruled England from 1154 -1485. 
Timeline of Plantagenet monarchs from Henry II to 
Richard III. 
 

3 What effect did the 
Tudor monarchs have 

on Britain? 

Henry Tudor, King Henry VII, 
became the first Tudor monarch 
after the Battle of Bosworth in 
1485. 
Christianity became the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. 
 

Tudor period: 1485-1603. 
Timeline of Tudor monarchs: Henry VII, Henry VIII, 
Edward VI, Mary I, Elizabeth I. 
Effect on religion: Henry VIII established the Church of 
England. 
 

4 Names of the Tudor monarchs. 
Impact of Henry VIII on religion. 

Elizabeth I’s reign saw the Age of Exploration. 
The Spanish Armada was defeated during Elizabeth I’s 
reign. 
 



5 What was life like 
during the reign of the 

Stuarts? 

King Charles II was king in 1666 at 
the time of the Great Fire of 
London. 
Henry VIII established the Church 
of England. 

The Stuart reign (1603-1714) united the Scottish and 
English monarchy ~ known as the ‘union of the crowns’.  
Catholics were discriminated against which led to The 
Gunpowder Plot in 1605 ~ a plot to blow up Parliament 
and take control of the country. 
 

6 Victoria and Elizabeth 
II ~ how did they rule? 

Plantagenets: 1154-1485. 
Tudors: 1485-1603. 
Stuarts: 1603-1714. 

Queen Victoria’s reign: 1837-1901. 
Queen Elizabeth II: came to the throne in 1952. 
How Britain grew and prospered during the Victorian Era 
and the development of the British Empire. 
The ceremonial and diplomatic duties of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
 

 


